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Dear Friends and Colleagues,

It is my great pleasure and privilege to invite 
you to attend the FIGO triennial Congress in 
Vancouver, Canada. Vancouver is a beautiful 
city with a great convention centre and number 
of hotels within walking distance for virtually all 
those who attend. The convention centre and 
the facilities are truly impressive – truly a 21st 
century venue for a FIGO conference. 

The FIGO Organising Committee chaired by Dr 
Aziz Abd Yahya and the Canadian Organising 
Committee chaired by Dr Dianne Miller are 
doing their best to make your stay comfortable 
and the event memorable. Professor Joanna 
Cain, Chair of the Scientific Committee, 
Dr Nozer Sheriar, Co-Chair, their core team 
members and the advisory members are doing 
a tremendous job to produce a wonderful 
scientific programme that has many strands from 
evidence based medicine, to implementation to 
recent advances and cutting edge technology. 
Internationally renowned speakers from all 
the regions of the world will contribute to this 
impressive meeting. As delegates, I am proud of 
each one of your achievements in your home 
country. This would be a great opportunity to 
share your professional experience that has 
helped to improve women’s health and save 
women’s lives. 

The world has witnessed the first wave innovation 
of medical revolution of public health measures 
of hand washing, clean water supply and 
better sanitation followed by the second wave 
innovations of medicines such as antibiotics, 
vaccines, blood transfusion and surgery. The third 
wave brought new modalities of imaging like 

ultrasound, CT and MRI scans and latest 
technology such as prosthesis and robotic 
surgery. These innovations and higher 
expectation with the knowledge transfer by 
Internet has increased expectations and pushed 
health costs to greater heights. The fourth wave 
of innovation has to be on health policies to 
provide the best by preventive medicine and 
efficient and innovative ways of health delivery 
to reduce the burden of illness, promote good 
health and treat illness cost effectively. Some 
of these issues will will be covered in the pre-
Congress courses being organised by the FIGO 
Committee for Capacity Building in Education 
& Training ably led by Professor Luis Cabero- 
Roura. International bodies such as WHO, The 
Partnership for Maternal Newborn & Child 
Health, ICM, IPA, UNFPA, UNAIDS, JHPIEGO, 
UNICEF, IFFS, World Bank and many others 
including the members of the donor community 
will participate to make this a magnificent 
Congress.

I would like to thank members of the FIGO and 
the local, organising and scientific programme 
committees, our Chief Executive Prof Hamid 
Rushwan, Administrative Director Mr Bryan 
Thomas and Events & Meetings Manager Ms 
Marta Collins for their tireless effort to make this 
Congress a great success. 

I hope to see as many of you as possible at this 
important professional Congress that will help to 
improve our practices and women’s health.

With my sincere regards,

 

Sir Sabaratnam Arulkumaran
President, FIGO
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Local Congress Organising Committee 

Dianne Miller – Chair
Brian Fitzsimmons
Ellen Giesbrecht
Mark Heywood
Stephen Kaye
Nicole Racette

Scientific Programme Committee 

Joanna Cain – Chair, United States
Nozer Sheriar - Co-chair, India
Amr El Shalakany, Egypt
Tak Yeung Leung, Hong Kong 
Dorothy Shaw, Canada
Anette Tønnes Pedersen, Denmark
Zephne van der Spuy, South Africa
Juan Diego Villegas Echeverri, Colombia

FIGO 2015 Congress Organising Committee

Sabaratnam Arulkumaran – FIGO and Congress President, United Kingdom
Aziz Abd Yahya – Organising Committee Chair, Malaysia
Joanna Cain – Scientific Committee Chair, United States
Lord Naren Patel – Committee Member, United Kingdom
Hamid Rushwan – FIGO Chief Executive, United Kingdom
Bryan Thomas – FIGO Administrative Director, United Kingdom
Marta Collins – FIGO Events and Meetings Manager, United Kingdom

Congress Secretariat  

International Conference Services, Ltd. 
2101 – 1177 West Hastings St. 
Vancouver, BC, Canada, V6E 2K3 
Tel. +1 604 681 2153 
Fax  +1 604 681 1049 
Email: FIGO2015@icsevents.com 

Scientific Programme Secretariat  

FIGO
Suite 3 - Waterloo Court
10 Theed Street, London SE1 8ST
United Kingdom
Tel. +44 (0) 20 7928 1166
Fax +44 (0) 20 7928 7099
Email: congress@figo.org 

Committees



Scientific Programme 
Theme:   Quality Care for Women throughout Life:  Partners for Health

The Congress will be an exciting blend of panels, workshops, and interactive sessions that will provide 
attendees with the latest advances in quality care for women in every resource setting.  New to this 
Congress with be the inclusion of Critical Questions:  Interviews with leaders with moderator Lord 
Naren Patel; new leadership development series for advancing leadership skills of attendees (leading 
small groups, implementation science, curricula for women’s rights); provocative panels and hands 
on experience.

Examples of topics to be included are:

Fertility Regulation

Pelvic Floor Dysfunction/ 
Urogynecology

Women’s Cancers

Global Maternal Child Health 
and Maternal Fetal Medicine
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Issues of Unmet Need

Contraception in Low Resource 
Settings

Contraception in special cases
New Developments in Fertility 
Regulation

Pregnancy Termination:  new 
directions

Managing fistula and trauma

Recurrent urinary tract infections

Management of colorectal disorders

Urinary incontinence at all ages

Where are we going with mesh for 
pelvic support?

Prevention and screening for 
gynecologic cancers

Diagnosis of gynecologic cancers

Treatment of gynecological cancers

Palliative care in gynecologic cancers

Maternal Mortality:  Where are we with 
the millennium goals and where do we 
go now?

Still birth

When are caesarian deliveries 
harmful?

Maternal Hemorrhage

High risk pregnancy management
Infectious diseases in pregnancy

Including unique foci such as:  
Economics of contraception;  
Contraception in high risk women and 
with medical disorders

Social and ethical issues that affect 
implementation

Perineoanal trauma and 
reconstructive surgery

Urinary incontinence management in 
the frail elderly

Neurogynecology

Urge and nocturia management

Cervical cancer control
HPV vaccination

Can we screen for ovarian cancer?
Staging of cancers

Molecular basis of cancer diagnosis

Treating gestational trophoblastic 
neoplasia

Role of surgery and radiation in 
palliative care

Systems design for maternal health
Technologies for obstetrics:  ultrasound, 
invasive procedures
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Operative Gynecology

General Gynecology

Infertility

Special Topics

Robotic versus laparoscopic:  Is there 
really a difference?

Live surgical demonstrations and films

On site simulations

Vaginal surgery: the safe low cost 
solution?

Uterine bleeding

Vulvar diseases and their therapies

Pelvic pain:  etiology and 
management

Intimate partner violence

Infectious diseases

Menopause and management 
options

Endometriosis

Assisted reproductive technology for 
low resource settings

New approaches to infertility

Preimplantation genetics

Is there a human right to reproduce?

Leadership Development series for 
Women’s Health Professionals

Currciula for women’s health rights : 
workshop

How to sustain safety and quality 
initiatives in any resource setting.

Stump the professors!

Evidence based medicine:  what are 
the tools you need?

Commercialism in medicine:  ethics 
and outcomes?

Natural disasters and displaced 
women:  What are the needs of 
women?

Ethics sessions

Collaborative extensions of pre-
Congress workshops to main meeting 
sessions

How to write for journals/ writing a 
scientific paper.

How to write a research or funding 
grant.

Developing a national registry for 
women’s health



All participants of the Congress are required to register and pay the registration fee. The details of the 
registration and payment methods will be included in our Second Announcement. 

Registration fee: 

Early registration:  CAD 1000 

Regular registration:  CAD 1150 

On-site registration:  CAD 1300

Delegate registration fee will include: Admission to sessions and exhibition hall, coffee breaks, choice 
of social programme, delegate bag and Congress literature.

Accommodation
Over 13,000 quality hotel rooms are located within Vancouver’s compact downtown core, all within 
a safe and easy walking distance. Considered one of the best selections of accommodation in North 
America, you’re sure to find a hotel that satisfies both your personal and professional needs.

FIGO will offer preferential rates to the delegates for the duration of the Congress. 

More information will be available in our Second Announcement.

Registration
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Getting around
By Public Transit
TransLink provides city transit for tourists and 
residents seven days a week via buses through 
its rapid transit system, SkyTrain, including the 
Canada Line with direct access to Vancouver 
International Airport (YVR).

By Foot
Vancouver is one of the most walkable cities in 
the world! With easy access to more than 13,000 
hotel rooms, the Vancouver Convention Centre 
is no more than four blocks away from the 
furthest downtown hotel.
By Boat
SeaBus ferries connect downtown Vancouver to 
the North Shore with a scenic 12-minute regular 
ferry service every day. 

By Car
Vancouver is an easy city to drive in, and 
traveling by car can be a great way to explore 
the city. 

By Taxi
At every curb, there are taxi-cabs and limousines 
at your service. From YVR, it’s a simple 20-minute 
connection to your downtown hotel.

Facts about Vancouver
• Size: 114 km2 (44 m2) 
• Population: 603,502 (according to the 2011 
 census) 
• Vancouver is the largest city in British 
 Columbia, and the eighth largest 
 municipality in Canada 
• Pacific time zone: GMT -8 
• Pacific maritime ecozone 
• Stanley Park is one of the largest urban parks 
 in North America 

General Information
Vancouver Convention Centre (VCC)
With the harbourfront location and breathtaking 
views, the Vancouver Convention Centre offers 
one of the most beautiful settings in the world. 
The addition of the new West Building has tripled 
the capacity, for a combined total of 466,500 
square feet of meeting, exhibition, ballroom, and 
plenary theatre space. 

West Building where the Congress will be 
held is designed as a series of modules to 
offer the highest degree of flexibility. This new 
combination also allows to hold simultaneous 
events, each with their own separate access 
and function space. Add first class cuisine, the 
most advanced technology and an exceptional 
sustainability mandate and our event is sure to 
be nothing less than remarkable.
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General Information
Geography
 

The City of Vancouver is a coastal, seaport city 
on the mainland of British Columbia. Located 
on the western half of the Burrard Peninsula, 
Vancouver is bounded to the north by English 
Bay and the Burrard Inlet and to the south by the 
Fraser River. 

Weather in Vancouver
Vancouver has a moderate, oceanic climate. 
Protected by the mountains and warmed by the 
Pacific ocean currents, Vancouver is one of the 
warmest cities in Canada.  Although Vancouver 
has a reputation for rain, it actually ranks as the 
9th rainiest location in Canada. Vancouver’s 
wettest months are November and December 
with an average precipitation of 182mm. And 
- with an average of just 41mm of precipitation 
- July and August are the driest months in 
Vancouver.
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Getting to Vancouver
By Air
Located approximately 20 minutes from 
downtown Vancouver, Vancouver International 
Airport (YVR) is ranked one of the top airports 
in the world and is served by a wide variety of 
local, national and international air carriers with 
direct routes to most major destinations.

Visas
For information regarding visas and entry 
requirements for Canada, please call 
Immigration Canada at 1-888-242-2100 (in 
Canada) or visit their website at www.cic.gc.ca. 
From outside Canada, please contact the 
nearest Canadian Embassy, High Commission, or 
consulate in your region. 



With its scenic views, mild climate, and friendly 
people, Vancouver is known around the world 
as one of the best places to live and is a popular 
tourist attraction. Vancouver is also one of the 
most ethnically and linguistically diverse cities in 
Canada with 52% of the population speaking a 
first language other than English.    

Vancouver has been host to many international 
conferences and events, including the 2010 
Winter Olympics and 2010 Winter Paralympics. 

Consistently named one of the world’s most 
liveable cities
Vancouver regularly ranks among the top cities 
world-wide in annual quality-of-life surveys.

About Vancouver’s first peoples
An aboriginal settlement called Xwméthkwyiem, 
(“Musqueam,” from masqui, “an edible grass that 
grows in the sea”), near the mouth of the Fraser 
River, was present here at least 3,000 years ago. 

At the time of first European contact in the late 
18th century, the Musqueam and Squamish 
peoples had villages around present-day 
Vancouver, along with the Tsleil-Waututh, 
ancestors of today’s Burrard Band in North 
Vancouver. 

They were all Coast Salish First Nations, sharing 
cultural and language traits with people in the 
Fraser Valley and Northern Washington.

They said it best...
“You’re gorgeous, baby, you’re sophisticated, 
you live well...Vancouver is Manhattan with 
mountains. It’s a liquid city, a tomorrow city, 
equal parts India, China, England, France 
and the Pacific Northwest. It’s the cool North 
American sibling.” – The New York Times

“Vancouver is a city unlike any other. Wherever 
I look, I see water or mountains -- or both. And 
everyone looks so healthy.” 
– The Daily Telegraph (UK)

“In winter, the heart of downtown [Vancouver] 
is 30 minutes from the ski slopes. In summer, 
sun seekers crowd its beaches and seaside 
promenades. And despite a rain-prone climate, 
it displays a perpetually sunny disposition. 
Consider it the supermodel of North American 
cities.” – USA Today

“Vancouver is one of North America’s most 
under-rated tourist destinations. It is a modern, 
travel-friendly city with a unique mix of cultures. 
The relatively mild Pacific Northwest climate and 
an energetic restaurant and nightlife scene are 
other features that make this such an attractive 
city.” – LowFares.com

About Vancouver

“

”
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Things to Do
Vancouver’s unrivalled natural setting on 
the doorstep of a modern city makes every 
unplanned moment a wonder of endless 
possibilities. 

Popular attractions
 
Stanley Park 
Vancouver’s Stanley Park is a world renowned 
park and tourist attraction. 

 
Seawall 
Enjoy one of Vancouver’s most popular 
destinations and take advantage of all there is 
to do and see along this scenic path lining the 
city waterfront. 
 

Dr. Sun Yat-Sen Chinese Garden 
Visit the Dr. Sun Yat-Sen Park and Classical 
Chinese Garden in Vancouver – a tranquil 
garden right in the heart of Chinatown. 

Capilano Suspension Bridge 
Make your way across the swaying suspension 
bridge, which stretches 137 metres (450 feet) 
across a canyon and the Capilano River 70 
metres (230 feet) below.
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Grouse Mountain 
The wilderness paradise is located 15-minutes 
from downtown Vancouver, and the famous 
Grouse Mountain Skyride (North America’s 
largest aerial tram system) takes visitors on a one-
mile aerial journey to the Alpine Station, 3,700 
feet above sea level. Breathtaking panoramic 
views of the city, sea and surrounding mountains 
unfold, culminating with a summit altitude of 
4,100 feet.

 
Vancouver Art Gallery 
This highly acclaimed collection of national and 
international contemporary art is worth spending 
at least an afternoon exploring. Don’t miss the 
collection of work by the well-known British 
Columbian artist Emily Carr.

Things to Do
Granville Island 
A charming public market overflowing with fresh 
produce, breads, seafood and a bounty of other 
goods is reason enough to visit Granville Island. 
Be sure to also stroll the narrow lanes of the island 
to check out its unique shops and photo-worthy 
views of downtown across False Creek.

 
Vancouver Aquarium 
The Vancouver Aquarium is home to over 
70,000 fascinating creatures from the Arctic 
to the Amazon. Be sure to catch daily beluga 
whale, dolphin and sea otter shows, and for 
an unforgettable extra try a hands-on animal 
encounter.
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Especially designed pre and post Congress tours, as well as packages for accompanying 
persons will be offered to Congress delegates. More information will be available in our Second 
Announcement.

Image Credit: Tourism Vancouver



Important Dates
2nd Announcement brochure     October 2014
(incl. Call for Abstracts, Provisional Programme,
Registration and Accommodation details) 

Registrations and Accommodation Bookings Open   October 2014

Abstract Submissions Open      October 2014

Abstracts Due        15 March 2015

Notification of Acceptance      30 April 2015

Early Registration Deadline     15 May 2015

Hotel Reservation Deadline     31 August 2015

Congress        4-9 October 2015

Congress Secretariat
International Conference Services, Ltd.
2101 – 1177 West Hastings St. 
Vancouver, BC, Canada, V6E 2K3
Tel. [+1] 604 681 2153 
Fax [+1] 604 681 1049
Email: FIGO2015@icsevents.com

Scientific Programme Secretariat
FIGO
Suite 3 - Waterloo Court
10 Theed Street, London SE1 8ST
Tel. +44 (0) 20 7928 1166
Fax +44 (0) 20 7928 7099
Email: congress@figo.org
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